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CAPE TOWN FOR EMBASSY 

E.O. 11652: N/A 
TAGS: PINT, LT 
SUBJECT: TREASON TRIAL II 

REF: MASERU 409 

1. DEFENSE COMPLETED CONCLUDING ARGUMENTS IN SECOND TREASON TRIAL 
MAY 30, VERDICT SCHEDULED FOR JULY 8. 

2. BF 30 PRISONERS ON TRIAL AFTER OPENING APRIL 4 (REFTEL), 8 
SUBSEQUENTLY DISCHARGED ON DEFENSE MOTION, LEAVING 22 DEPENDENTS. 

3. DEFENSE CBUNSELS INFORM US PROSECUTIOF HAS HAD SOME DIFFICULTY 
PRESENTING EVIDENCE. THOSE AGAINST WHOM BEST CASE COULD BE MADE 
WERE DEALT WITH IN FIRST TREASON TRIAL. IN SECOND TRIAL PROSECUTION 
ALSO HAD PROBLEMS WITH ITS WITNESSES, INCLUDING SOME WHO WERE HELP- 
FUL TO GOVERNMENT CASE IN FIRST TRIAL. SEVERAL WITNESSES ADMITTED 
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DURESS, CHANGED THEIR STORIES OR REFUSED TO TESTIFY. 

4. IN RELATED EPISODE, THERE WAS BRIEF CLASH IN MID-MAY BETWEEN 
HIGH COURT AND GOL OVER CASE OF TWO POLICEMEN ALLEGEDLY INVOLVED 
IN COUP ATTEMPT BUT WHO AMONG 18 SECOND TREASON TRIAL DEPENDENTS 
DISCHARGED APRIL 4. THESE TWO RE-ARRESTED AND WERE TO STAND TRIAL 
BEFORE SPECIAL POLICE TRIBUNAL. TREASON TRIAL DEFENSE FILED MOTION 
IN HIGH COURT FOR THEIR RELEASE AND CHIEF JUSTICE MAPETLA, GRANTING 
INTERIM INTERDICTION AGAINST THEIR STANDING TRIAL, DELIVERED 
VEHEMENT BLAST AGAINST LEGALITY OF TRIBUNAL AND LEGISLATION 
ESTABLISHING IT. MAPETLA WAS ILL AND ON LEAVE WHEN GOVERNMENT 
CAME BACK TO HIGH COURT WITH NEW REGULATIONS TO HELP MEET SHORT 

COMINGS BUT A TING PUISNE JUDGE ISAACS NEVERTHELESS ORDERED IMMEDIATE 
RELEASE OF TWO POLICEMEN. GOVERNMENT IGNORED THE ORDER AND LOCKED 
UP TWO MEN AGAIN. JUDGE ISAACS REISSUED HIS RELEASE ORDER AND THE 
GOVERNMENT THEN COMPLIED. 

HAUGHT 
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